Full Southern Association Accreditation Received

“Indian River Junior College had
been voted into full membership
of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools,’”’ was Dr,
Maxwell C, King’s comment as
he telephoned the campus from
Richmond, Virginia last week,

“This means that Indian River
Junior College isfully accredited
for all academic endeavor,’’ Dr,
King indicated that the achieve-
ment of this goal by the college
terminated five years of hard
work by all members of the col~
lege faculty and staff,

Indian River Junior College has
been accredited by the State for
the past five years and was
granted ‘‘early recognition’ by
the Southern Association in Dec-
ember of 1963, At that time, the
college was one of three colleges
50 honored inthe SouthernRegion,
Indian River Junior College was
recommended for accreditation
as a result of a Visiting Com-
mittee inspection by the Southern
Association, This visittook place
April 5, 6, and 7 of 1965, At
that time, the college was com-
mended for its outstanding efforts

in providing quality college ed-
ucation for the students served
in this area,

The aims of the Southern As-
sociation, which is the accre-
diting body that covers the
Southern Region of the United
States, are: (1) to identify for
local, regional, national, and in-
ternational purposes those col-
leges of acceptable quality to be
designated as accredited insti-
tutions, (2) to promote and main-
tain high standards of education
in the arts and sciences, (3)
to promote and maintain high

standards of preparationfor ser-
vice in the professions, (4) to
protect society against incom-
petent educational practitioners,
(5) to inform the public concern-
ing the quality of educational
programs in higher institutions,
(6) to facilitate the transfer of
students from one institution to
another, (7) to protect colleges
and universities from undue poli-
tical interferences, and (8) to
protect the general public from
fraudulent educational institu-
tions.

In short, this means that an

institution which is fully accred-
ited definitely is a quality in-
stitution and offers quality edu-
cation to students, Therefore,
bzing graduated from an insti-
tution that is accredited carries
with it stature and status not
afforded by an unaccredited in-
stitution,

Dr, King concluded by stating
that official boards, faculty, stu-
dents, and area citizens can be
proud of the college and in this
milestone inthe educational de-
velopment,



