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PREFACE

The present booklet is the shorthand report of a
speech delivered by me on the 6th of September, 1918,
at a meeting of the Petrograd Soviet. The comrades
have persistently demanded from me the publication of
this speech in a separate booklet in order that the wid-
est possible circles of workers and peasants might have
an opportunity of acquainting themselves with the bio-
graphy of Comrade Lenin,

My speech, naturally, gives only the most cursory
sketch of the life and work of Comrade Lenin. It was
my intention to revise and enlarge it, but pressure of
work, to my deep regret, has not even allowed me
attentively to read through the shorthand notes. I feel
that I have not said even the tenth part of that which I
might and ought to have said of the life and work of
Comrade Lenin.

The present booklet presents only a feeble beginning
of a biography of Comrade Lenin, which is yet to be
written. To more this booklet does not pretend,

The Petrograd Soviet decided to publish it simul-
taneously in French, German, and English.

Nothing now remains but to beg Comrade Lenin’s
forgiveness for having taken this deeision to relate
publicly some part of what which Comrade Lenin would
certainly have preferred to remain unknown to the
general public. The working eclass ought to know
something of the biography of their acknowledged
leader.

G. Z.
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Comrades! Last week may be called Lenin’s week.
I think 1 shall not in any way exaggerate if I say that
every honest worker in Petrograd, in the whole of
Europe, indeed, even in the whole world, so far as he
may have heard the news of the attempt on Comrade
Lenin, had in the course of these anxious days no other
thought than the one question, will the wounded leader
of International Communism recover! And I, com-
rades, am happy to share with you the good news:
to-day we may—at last—count the recovery of Com-
rade Lenin as entirely assured. (Thunderous applause).

Comrades, I have in my hands a telegram, written
already by Comrade Lenin himself. (Thunderous.
applause).

This telegram was handed in to-day at 1.10 a.m., from
the Kremlin. This is, apparently, the first telegram of

Comrade Lenin since he began to recover. Comrade 3

Lenin gives us certain official instructions and finishes:
_the telegram with the following words: ‘‘ Affairs at the

front are going well ; T have no doubt that they will go : _f_. 7
still better.”” (Applause). Therefore, comrades, one

thing is clear, that Comrade Lenin will live (applause,
ovation) to the terror of the enemies of Communism
and to the joy of the proletarian Communists.

Comrades! It goes without saying, that in this hall

there is not one single man who does not know, in gen-
eral and as a whole, who Lenin is. Every working man
~ has heard of Lenin, knows that this is a gigantic ﬂgm

~ in the history of the Labour movement of the whole
Lt 'world Everyone is so mueh aceustomed to the word
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er, Lem.n is the apostle of world Communism (Ap-
plause) _But I"think, comrades, that we cannot pay a
greater hgnour to our teacher and leader to-day than if
&1, who am aequainted with the biography of Comrade
- Lenin somewhat intimately—I have had the good for-
tune to work side by side with Comrade Lenin in the
closest collaboration for more than ten years—if I take :
- advantage of the present occasion in order to share,
though it be only in brief, with younger friends and ;;
older comrades, who have never had the opportunity.
of observing so closely the work of Comrade Lenin, my 4
authentic knowledge of the life of Comrade Lenm
(Numerous voices, Please do!)
; " . . » -
4 Vladimir Ilyiteh Lenin-Ulianoff is now 48 years old.
- He was born in the year 1870, on the 10th of April, at
~ Simbirsk. And out of the 48 years of his life, Comrade
Lonin has devoted nearly 30 years work to the cause of :
freedom. e
The father of Comrade Lenin, by birth a peasant,
was director of the elementary schools in the Volga
provinces, and enjoyed great popularity among the .
teachers of the town and village schools in his distriet.
The mother of Comrade Lenin I knew personally. She
died in the year 1913. Alexander III had executed her
eldest son, Alexander Ulianoff. From that time she
~ concentrated her maternal tenderness on Vladimir
~ Hlyiteh. And Comrade Lenin, in his turn, tenderly
doved his broken-hearted little mother.
Living in exile, hunted by the Tsar’s Government,
Comrade Lenin would tear himself away from the most
- urgent work in order to make a special journey to
~ Sweden to pay a visit to his mother and to bnghten for
' e last days of her life.

o classical “gymnasium,” Leni

"




NICOLAI LEN’ o
ed the faculty of Laws at Kazan Umvemty Talm‘ Wipts
sities of the capitals were closed to him as the

r of an executed terrorist. A student, however,

mir Ilyitech remained but a very short while. At
end of a month they ejected him for taking part

e students’ revolutionary movement. Only after

e of four years was it possible for him to take his

minations. 3
The legal career, however, had no attractions for
rade Lenin, Vladimir Ilyiteh always spoke in very
morous terms of his few days of ‘‘pratice’’ at the
Comrade Lenin's predilections lays in an entirely
rent direction. He yearned after revolutionary

~ Comrade Lenin stands, as it were, on the borderland
een the old school of populist revolutionaries and
new school of revolutionary Marxists. Comrade
min himself took part in the student populist asso-
ons, but already, éven at that time, he stood with
“one foot in the camp of the Marxists. 3

Vladimir [lyitch, however, was bound by ties of blood
h the early generation of revolutionary terrorists;
glorious fighters, whose names to this day shine
dazzling stars—because they laid low not the
riends of the people, like the wretched Right Socialist.
rolutionaries, but the tyrants and oppressors of the
le. Vladimir l'lyltch is related by blood to this
of fighters. He is connected with them through
brother Alexander Ilyitech Ulianoff, who was one of
ief promoters of the Narodnaya Volya, (People’s
, and who was on that account hanged by the
Government in the year 1887. ; =
g; mmdehnmhmadfmmﬁrnmember"'




4 NICOLAT LENIN %
ardent respeet for this cluster of birilliant revolutionary
workers, the first generation of Populist revolution-

aries, Lenin, since the time when he awakened to &'

conscious political life, has never shared the Populist
theories. He first became prominent when he began to
fight against revolutionary Populism. He was the very
antipodes of Mikhailovsky. He gained his first laurels
as a Socialist precisely through the struggle against
Populism. But nobody had so great a respect, no one
ever taught the workers to respect these first fighters
against Tsarism, as Vladimir Ilyiteh.

In the eyes of Comrade Lenin, such workers as
Zhelyaboff and Sophie Perovskaya stood transcen-
dently high—people who raised the flag of revolt and
went forward with bomb and revolver against the Tsar
at the end of the ‘seventies and in the beginning of the

. ‘eighties, when Russia was a prison-house of nations,

when every friend of freedom drew breath in pain,
when the workers of Russia were still only beginning to
form themselves into a elass. Vladimir Ilyiteh well
understood how great and immeasurable were the ser-
vices of the first heralds of the Russian revolution.

And Comrade Lenin did not reject this heritage. He
gaid: This heritage belongs to us, and to us only. Our
task is to carry further that work which was begun by
Zhelyaboff. Zhelyaboff, by placing himself on the side
of the working class and first raising the question of
the Socialist revolution, was, in fact, a Bolshevik, a
Communist. In order to do the work of Zhelyaboff
under new social conditions we must become revolu-
tionary Marxists, our hearts must beat as one with the
working class, the only revolutionary class of our time,
that class which is not able to win freedom for itself
without freeing the whole world.

Vladimir Ilyiteh specially loved and was proud of the
figure of the first great working-class leader, the car-

5ot o e,
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S ; NICOLAI LENIN 3
_penter Stepan Khalturin. Lenin did not know him per-
~ sonally, he knew him by hearsay and books, as we know
~ him ourselves. You know the biography of this extra-
ordinary proletarian of genius, who not only blew up
. the Winter Palace, but achieved something greater—
~ he was the first to hoist the flag of political struggle
~ against Tsardom in the name of the working elass.
. Comrade Lenin used to say: When we have hundreds
~ of such proletarians as Khaltuirn, when they are no
~ longer solitary figures, going with bomb or revolver
against this or that individual monster, when they rise
at the head of teeming multitudes of workers—then
we shall be invineible; then will come an end to Tsar-
. dom ,and with it an end also to the rule of the
. bourgeoisie.

Comrade Lenin’s affection for proletarians who in
any way show capacity is especially striking. A fighter
whom Lenin always valued and loved was the work-
man Ivan Vasilyeviteh Babushkin, with whom Comrade
Lenin here, in Petrograd, began his work in the 'nine-

~ ties, together starting the first working-class organiza-
tions, together leading the first workers® strikes, toge-
ther taking their part in the organization of the *‘Isk-
ra.'’” This comrade played a prominent part in the
revolution of 1905, and it was only by accident that in
1907 Vladimir Ilyitch learned from friends among the
Siberian exiles that Babushkin had been shot by
Ceneral Rennenkamgf in Siberia.

I..V. Babushkin and Shelgm.loff. who is still living,
and who is known to the Petrograd proletarians (he has
now grown blind)—these renowned fighters, coming
out of the working class, Comrade Lenin loved like
brothers, placed them before us as an example, saw in
them the real forerunners, the true leaders of the
dawning workers’ revolution.



- many other revol :
ranks of the intelligentsia, was passed in
cireles, When Comrade Lenin was expelled from Kaz
University he went to Petrograd. And he used
‘us how, having already caught the Marxxist infe
in Samara, he walked about Petrograd searching
Mirxist. Vivos voco! But the ‘‘tribe”” of M
was at that time extremely few., There were no }
ists in Petrograd, even if he searched for them in d
light with a torch. The Populists monopolised
minds of all the intellectnals, and the working ¢
were only stretching themselves out of slumber to poli-
tieal life. '

And now there comes this young Comrade Leni
builds up, after a year or two, in Petrograd, the f
working-class organizations and rallies around him
the first Marxist intellectuals. Very soon Lenin
already in the literary arena crossing swords with th
old leader of the Populists, N. K. Mikhailovsky.

Lenin (under the pseudonym of llyin) comes forwar
with & series of brilliant economic articles which ni:,
once win for him a name. - And immediately in th
ranks of the Populist intelligentsia there could be
served a certain alarm. Somebody powerful and st
has disturbed the petty bourgeois pool. The movem:
of the water begins. On the horizon a new figure
appeared. Someone is stirring up the stagnant air,
there iS"a breath of newness, freshness. In Petro
Comrade Lenin, together with some other follow
Marx and the working men of whom Ihave spo
builds up the ‘‘Union of the Struggle for the En
pation of Labour.”” He was entrusted by this

~sation with the conduct of the first working
strikes, and wrote the first simple, unassuming,
graphed leaflets, in ~were formulated the

e 1 +
S = iy 4




On Fines''—a pamphlet a]ready forgatten lmt which
Ineid and popular exposition is a elassic example of
the popularisation of Marxism. -
\ At that time this was the most profitable soil for
propaganda to agitate against the system of fines; to
3 ~ execite economie conflicts, to raise every economie strike
T - to the level of a political event. And Vladimir Tlyiteh,
"; with all his passionate nature, gave himself up to the
- work. He spends his days and nights in the
- werking-class quarters. He is hunted by the police. He
~ has only a small eircle of friends. Nearly all so-called
re\oluhonar) intellectuals of that time meet him with =3
‘hostility. The time was not far distant when the Popu-
lists burned the first Marxist writings of Plekhanoff, on Y
-~ which Lenin himself was brought wap. :
- Comrade Lenin opened up here a new path. Through-
.' ~ out the whole activity of Comrade Lenin one can notice
~ that he is always an innovator, that he goes against the -
.' - current, that he ploughs a new furrow in the political :a-a'
and social life. In the Tnineties, too, at Petrograd, it
~ fell to his share to trace out a new path, to form, to
', “rally the first detachments of workers, the first detach-
j ments of a genuine working-class intelligentsia, from
~ which more than one leader of the present worken’
revolution has come,

It happens very often at the present time that from
somewhere out of far Siberia or the Urals there come
4o the Council of People’s Commissaries, or to the All-
Bussxan (fongress of Soviets, workers who are at P
~ sent presidents of local Soviets or leaders of the I

- movement. They go up to Comrade Lenin and begin
“eall up old memories: **Do you remember in




8 “ NICOLAT LENIN Lo
certain illegal leaflet, or organised such and sueh a
strike?’’ Comrade Lenin does not always remember
them; too many people have crossed his path. But
they all remember him, They know that he was their
teacher, that he first let fall within them the spark of
Communism. They know that he was their real friend
and leader.

Towards the end of the 'nineties Comrade Lenin,
after a long confinement in prison, was obliged to de-
part into exile. There he developed an immense scien-
' tific and literary activity. There he wrote certain
works, out of which I will dwell upon two only. The
first work was a little pamphlet, ‘‘Problems of the
Russian Social-Democrats.!” This pamphlet- is now
hardly read by anybody. Bnut it remains a master-
piece of a Marxian's treatment of the question as to the
part played by the Socialist movement in an economie-
ally backward eountry. At that time no one had fin-
ally settled the question: what should be the connection
between the political struggle of the workers against i
Tsardom and the struggle of the proletariat against
the bourgeoisie for economic demands and Socialism 1

At the present time, comrades, all this seems as
simple as A B C. But in those days this question was
far from being so clear. The -ecelebrated ‘‘Econo-
mists,”” the predecessors of our Mensheviks, contended &k
that the political struggle must be left to the Liberal ‘4
bourgeoisie, and the only concern of the working elass o
must be the struggle for an extra penny in the shilling.
Comrade Lenin, following the late Plekhanoff (here it -
is necessary to say that he took a great deal from Plek- E
hanoff) gave a magnificent analysis of the Socialist A,

|

forces contending for mastery in Russia. We are not
to defer (Lenin argued) the formation of working-class
parties in Russia until we have won political freedom.
No, we have not lagged behind Europe a hundred years




low is the time, seeretly and under the Leavy hand of
dom, to build up in spite of these desperately dxﬁ}.-____ ¥
conditions, an independent Socialist class party of
workers, fighting at once both against Tsardom
and against the bourgeoisie. £,
The manuseript of this pamphlet was got over thp
frontier to the group of the ‘‘Emancipation 01! :
La.bour ' In Switzerland there worked at this time a
gronp consisting of Plckhano& Axelrod. and 7&5&;1

~ manuseript of Lenin's came fo them 1t was the ﬁmt '_ _
~ tidings they received of the dawning spring, And it
. was none other than Paul Axelrod, who was at th_a.t__.;‘L

- time a Socialist, and was able to discern the true lead-
ers of the working class, who, on the receipt of the

~ manuscript, got into raptures. He said then to his
- cirele of friends that a prodigious foree had appeared in

the ranks of our Social-Democracy, that there had

arisen a new start of the greatest magnitude. Axelrod =3

wrote a preface to Lenin’s pamphlet, in which he
‘could not find enough landatory words with whieh jo
overwhelm Comrade Lenin. He said that for the fiesl |
time since Plekhanoff there had appeared a leader,
practical expert of the working-class movement, that
Lenin was a )forciaJ to whom was assured an unmense

- future.

And Axelrod, in the present. case—one mnst € ‘
him lua dne——waa right.




_ -antsm He bnl]mntly proved in thls wark that
Plekhanoff was right when he asserted that Russia
-would not escape the stage of capitalism. By means
f statistics he showed that our country had sinee the
"nineties entered upon the capitalist stage. He gave 1
profound and subtle analysis of the development of
~agriculture in Russia and the invasion of it by capifal-
~ ism. With the aid of a mighty array of faets, Com-
. rade Lenin analysed the whole ecenomie strueture of
;':; t!;e country, both in the towns and on the land; and
- ouf of this dispassionate matter-of-fict analysis he
~ brought out the revolutionery comclusions regarding
~ the problems and tasks of the working class.. [t
~ This book of Lenin’s was acknowledged by bour-
geois professors as a great scientific achievement. I
myself, in 1902, when I was still a student in Paris, in -
- the School of Social Sciences, founded by Professor
. Kovalevsky and others, heard from Professor Maxim
~~ Kovalevsky the greatest eulogy of Vladimir Ilyitch
~ from his point of view. He said: ‘‘What a fine profes-
- sor might have been. made out of Lenin!” This in the
mouth of Professor Kovalevsky was the very highest
praise. Yes! out of Comrade Lenin there might have
~ been made a fine professor, but out of him came the
~ leader of the workers’ Commune, and this, I think, is -
sbmet.hmg greater than the most gifted of glfted pro-

fesso p{)lanse) 4
Dtmng the same penod of ex:le, and on the eve, of

g de Lenin began anbther struggle on a dJﬂ'erent.
t. Fxghtmg mth one hand agamat the Popuhst.s




i ova’ky and others who at present are lea.ders
. counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie. This moveme
~ a profound social foundation. The Liberals of the
were seeking a stratum of society on which they €0

freedom. And they saw that ontside the worklng class
there was none at all. They saw that the Populists,
with their old-fashioned ““theories,’” asserting that
should never have eapitalism, were clearly in the
wrong. , And they began to set their cap at Marxisi
emasculating it of its revolutionary spirit and turnix
it into a ‘‘legal,’’ tame Marxism, :

In the struggle against the Populists the legal M
ists were for a time our allies. They also, like
selves, fought against Mikhailovsky. And at one
we were united with them in a definite bloe.” But
sharp ear of Comrade Lenin had already discoven
false notes in the very first writings of P. Struve
Co. Lenin immediately said that this was an ally
~ for the nonce, that they would in the end betray

Remarks.”” Struve had for a long time been reg
" as a Social-Democrat. He published a very sens

book, “Cnt:enl Remarks,”’ directed against M
ovsky. This book was' criticised by Plekhano
Lemn Plekhanoft eriticised. it with tha brllllancg

)'ear or two Btruve will leave the workmg class
betray us to the bourgeoisie.. Struve s book

© with the words ““‘Let us acknowleﬂge our want ¢




- priceless ¢ services both to }nm and to the then em’hﬁ'g‘
Social-Democracy, vet Vliadimir Ilyiteh, with his char-
acteristic firmness and eonsistency, no sooner heard a

- false note in Struve’s words than he sounded the alarm.

~ He began to fight against Struve, and under the pseu-

 donym of Tulin came out with an article in a magazine
which was burnt by the censor, in which he elucidated ‘
Mr. Struve in detail, taking to pieces every one of his =
phrases and every one of his propositions, and showing
that Mr. Peter Struve perhaps did not even realise it

~ himself and regarded himself as a genuine partisan of
the Labour movement, but that in his modernism ore
eould detect the very old tunes of the bourgeoisie. You
are a bourgeois idedlogist (Lenin argued), you will
inevitably go over the camp of the bourgeoisie and

~ break with the working class. You yourself bear the
~guilt of this; because you look upon the working class y
‘a5 a means and nét as an end. It is only important to
vou as a foree against the Tsar, and you wish to make ‘--3"'
use of it, without giving it anything in return. Allow
us not to allow you to do this. We have up till now
fought against the Tsar and the bourgeoisie, but we
proclaim yet another front: we will fight against
“legal”’ Marxism. We stand for genuine revolution-
ary Marxism, and rejeet your emasculated ‘‘legal’”
Marxism. :

Thus said Comrade Lenin.

® *




4 .. _ durmg the war, when our hearts fell (t.hoa.e.éo
- who were abroad know what it means when for y

you do not hear the Russian speech;, when you are
homesick for a native Russian word), Comrade Lenin
used to say: why do you complain, is this a fonetgn
exile? Plekhanoff and Axelrod, they were lonely in
foreign exile when for the space of 25 vears tkey‘
strained in vain their eyesight to eateh a glimpse of th& b
first working-class revolutionary.

In point of faet, Vladimir Ilyitch hunseh“. pined i
foreign exile literally like a lion in a cage. He
nothing on which to expend his immense, inexhaus
ible energy, and he found salvation only through lead-
ing the life of a seholdr. He did that whieh had been
done in his time by Marx. He spent about fifteen hours
a day in the library and at books, and it is not for not
ing that he stands out to-day as one of the most lea
Marxists, and generally, one of the most eul 4
people of our time.

But let us return to his first sojourn abroad.

In 1901 Lenin, together with a group of then kix
‘persons (Martoﬂ’, Potresoff ), entered upon the pub
tion of the paper ‘‘Iskra’’ (The Spark). This *‘Iskr
is an historieal paper closely interwoven wath the n

Lenin’s **Iskra.” This was often the case. Every:
whenever and wherever Lenin worked, in org

ally, now in the Counecil of People’s Commiss
all these organisations inevitably struck the
tion, “Lenin’s.”’ Yes, “Iskra’ was Lenin’s,
did not lose by this, it only gained. (Appla
ﬁrnt. nnportant artlcle o! Lenin in ‘the “‘Is




tz_eally ﬁnd_ almnst the w}mle of the qnmteasenee of B,pl- i
shevism, But this article served merely as a synopsis.
to the remarknble book of Lenin which was ealle
‘What to Do.”’ "
Round everything that Lenin wrote there is alwavs
seethmg %tr:fe Nobody can remain indifferent to his

“writings.  You can hate Lenin, you can love Lenin to.

~ distraetion, but you eanuot remain neutral. In the
_book ‘“What do Do,”” Lenin stated and ﬂolved inoa
- revolutionary spirit all the vexed questions of the
~movement of that epoch, And for many months and
~wvears this book was challenging \theught was the |
eentre of raging passions, was the subjeet of quarrels,
- and ultimately led to the formation of a spht into two
~irreconcilable camps. '
~ The ““Iskra’ declared a fight to the finish against
the so-called “‘Economism.”’ It fought with every
Variety of opportunism ,including Eeonomism, ie, the
future Menshevism. It conduéted a most energetic
: ﬂght against the political irresponsibility of the Social-
ﬁﬁﬂevolnhouanes, and never yet has it been so plain-
how elear-sighted in his attitude towards the Soecial-.
Revolutionaries was Comrade Lenin, who predieted as
a) ]3_acli ag 1902.3 the Iutu-re of the Social-Revolution-




up (‘omrade Lemn st.lll qiite yutmg and in
3 whole world dares throw at them l:he seor

,more (Appla use)

When Lenin said that the. party of the Soem!- Tl

- Revolutionaries was a party of the petty bourgemsm

= there descended upon him thunder and lightning. 1t

was said that Lenin was a bad character, that he was
‘a misanthropist, and so forth, Now, indeed, you can
see that it was a prophetie anticipation of that -which
is. (Applause). Now we know that there are no two
more fateful letters in the Russian alphabet than the
letters: S. R.- Why is the destiny of this party so fate
= iul? Becausc, calling itself Socialist, in reality it is

@ petty bourgeois party. Cemrade Lenin was right when
- he said that these were no Socialists, but representa- ===
~ tives of the petty bourgeoisie, that at best they were =

onl} re\rolutmmry romanties, phnnt.asmts, &nd nuthr

Now we have an immense, and precious prénemm
" a decade and a half, the experience of the revdlution o
~ the year 1905, the experience of the revolution of
-_ years 1917 18. But to have predu.ted the real Eru

\‘ the party of the 5oc1al-Revolut1onanes at thut
~ this required almost a prophetic gift. For this it
- mecessary to haxe an mmeme revoluhona.ry )




; _pla.ced himself also at the head of this practical organ- :

ising work, and formed the organisation eommittee

~ attached fo the ‘‘Iskra.”” And Comrade Lenin, who

~bore the chief brunt of the literary labour in the
““Iskra’’ and in the theoretical journal ‘“‘Zarya’’ (The
Dawn), at the same time became the soui of the organ-
isation committee. Toite

The wife of Comrade Lenin, Nadezhda Konstan-

o ~ tinovna Krupskaya-Ulyanova, was the secretary of the

“Iskra,’’ and secretary of the organisation committee.

~ How much our party is indebted to her; of this one
"~ might and ought to speak separately. Here I will only
~ say that, in all the work of Comrade Lenin as organiser

of our party, a good deal of the eredit is due to Nadezh-

~ da Konstantinovna. All written intercourse fell on

her. At one time she carried on a correspondence with
the whale of Russia.
Who among the older seeret workers did not know -

; Nadezhda Konstantinovna? To whom did not the re-

_ceipt of a letter from her mean joy? Who among us
thought of her otherwise than with boundless confi-
“defee and most tender love?

_ Martoff is one of his spiteful polemics against Lenin

- once called Nadezhda Konstantinovna ‘‘the secretary
~ of the super-centre, Lenin.”” Well, the whole Rus-

sian proletariat is now proud both of its ‘‘super-

- centre,”” and of his ‘‘secretary.”’

~ Lenin, assiudously, step by step, eollected a secret
organisation, and in 1903 we reached already the third

- congress of the party. Already in that historic con-

gress, when the party was still united, when in its
- ranks stood Plekhanoﬂ Zaasuhtch, Axelrod, Martof,-




doan not spare the unity of the proletanan ranks. But

- when the first signs of a fundamental split became a.p~.

~ parent at the second congress, it was Comrade Lenin
who at first used all his influence to prevent a rtxptnre. i
Lenin, indeed, knew how to value the unity of the'-
Labour movement.

Only that unity was to be a unity for the struggl’e _

for Socialism. The ideas of Socialism were to him b
dearvest above all. And so at the second congress, as
soon as he saw that his divergence from Martoff, Axel-
rod and the others was not a slight casunal divergence;
that there was a resurrection of the old upportuniu
tendency under a new flag; that there was rising again
that same ‘‘legal’’ Marxism when Lenin had fought at
the end of the 'nineties, that his former friend Martoff,
with whom he had been intimate, his bosom frien

Martoff began to sing flat; that Plekhanoff, whom un. :
til that time he had highly valued, began to sun'ende!a '
the principles of Marxism; that this Plekhanoff ww.
already giving a finger to opportunism and opportun-
ism would soon have his whole hand ; when Lenin saw
all this, then the question was decided for him m'evoe-‘ o
ably. He said: ‘‘I shall stand aloune, but I raise

standard of revolutionary Marxism.”” And he sepm:-
ated from Plekhanoff.

I happened at the time to be abroad I as a/youny




5. be put up as a scare-crow in the orchards. Iisiliii
‘flnn-wmsed the banner of revolt against me, Plekhan-
- off, against Zassuliteh, and Deuteh. Don't you under-
~ stand that this is an unequal fight? Lenin is practie-
~ally'a dead man from the moment that he broke away
from us, the leaders, the group of ‘‘Emancipation of_ :
Labonr™; he is eoming to the end of his tether.”” Such
- were Plekhanoff’s arguments, and they no doubt made
& certain impression upon us, the voungsters. Plek-
" hanoff, while_speaking, was severely contracting his
eye-brows, and we felt very frightened. We would go
~to Comrade Lenin and innocently complain to hims
* ““This and that is what Plekhanoff was saying.”” Then -
he would laugh and would consele us: ““He laughs best
who langhs last; we shall vet ﬁght we shall see whom
* the workers will follow."’
“*One step forward, two steps baekward”-—«emh Was
the eharacteristie whieh Lenin gave of thg evolution of
- the Menshevik wing of the party. One step forward-—
- that was the advanee from Economism to Iskraism;
: /-h\ o sfeps back—that was the retrogression from Iskra- o
~ism to the liberal ideas of “‘legal’’ Marxism whieh had. =
found their resurrection in Menshevism. No wonder
Comrade Lenin todk up a mereiless fight against this
relapse into the opportunist malady. As a counter-
_weight to the new “‘Iskra,”” which passed into the
 hands of the Mensheviks, and of which Lenin ceased to
“be eo-edifor, he established the first Bolshevik paper
* “Vperiod’’ (Forward). It was at first a very sm
sheet which was published on the pennies collee
'broad.' At t.hat tlme the Mensheviks ha.d in thetn 3




Was alwe m the Rusalun proletanat w‘ould l‘nllow th
B(ll‘chm iks. 2

._-Bm.smn Social: Demoeratic Labour- Party) took plncc,
- the first historical meeting which laid the foundations -
of the present Communist Party. It was at that meets
- ing that Lenin for the first time observed that in t:he
fartlu-mnmg revolution we would no longer slop la
- form a bourgeois republic. Already at that time Gnmd
Fade Lenin spoke about the rottenness of the hrurup‘aan
Socidl Democratic parljamentarism; Already, at th
time Lenin expressed. the view that our revoluﬁm

" would stand on the border hctween the bourgcms and

- Sogialist revolution.
It was diffieult in those days to be a Bolshevik, Not :

v only the Russian, but also the international couditlom

pressed lu!a\ﬂv upon us. Bebel, for mstancc, who
respected by Lenin as a working-class leader |
genius, would use every suitable and unsuitable oeca:
- sion to reproach Lenin for being against Plekhano

. How could Plekhanoff ever be an opportunist? At
same time Axelrod was busy lelliiig everybody wh
" was inclined to listen that Lenin was a second edi

* of Netechayeff,® and that he in hls ﬁght ngamst th




. of the Bolshe\nks), Bebel rendered the fol- 3
e owmg service to the Mensheviks. When our congress
net, he sent us a letter in the name of the Central
Committee of the German Social Democracy, in which
‘he said the following: ‘“Children, don’t you want to
‘make peace? 1, Bebel, offer you and the Mensheviks
arbitration. Why this split? Submit your troubles to
our eourt of arbitration.”’ Such was the letter ad-
dressed by Bebel to Comrade Lenin, who brought it to
- the congress, and the congress declated: ‘“We highly
- respeet our Comrade Bebel, but on the question as to
- how to carry on the fight in our country against the
T'sar and the bourgeoisie, we must ask permission to
~ hold our own views. Permit us also to deal with the
“Mensheviks in a way which agents of the bourgeoisie
deserve.”” Bebel was much amazed by the ‘‘impertin-
 ence’" ol our comrades, but there was nothing for him
to do or to say, exeept to shrug his shoulders.

I quote this inecident in order to show the kind of
atmosphere, Russian and international, in which Lenin
was fighting at the head of the then still inconsiderable

~ army of the Socialist revolution.
- ® L L *

) Already in the revolution of 1905 Lenin was playing
a lendi%g part. This, to the outward gaze, was not so
noticedble at that time, as it had been in the present
revolution. You are aware that the first Petrograd

- Boviet of the Workers’ Delegates in 1905 was formed by

- the Mensheviks, but in all its practical actions it fol-

- lewed, as a rule, the lead of the Bolsheviks. When the
‘tide rose and the waters flooded the banks, the work-
ing class became aware that to form Soviets was vir-
'hmlly the same thing as to fight for power. Therebv'- g

class became Bolshevik.




‘working class had unfortunately aubmlttead to the lead
~ of the Bolsheviks.

~ The Moscow armed insurreetion, though defeated
~ and crushed, had nevertheless been the apothesis of the 2
. Bolshevik tacties during the revolution,. We were de-
. feated, and Plekhanoff’s only comment on the event
- was the philistine phrase: ““These people ought not ta
~ have taken up arms.”’ Lenin’s attitude towards that
insurrection was different. To him there was no nobler
- and more honourable page in the history of the revo.
~lution than the Moscow armed insurreetion. The' first
- thing he did was to collect all the material relating to _ll \
the affair. He wanted to elucidate all its features,
down to the very smallest, and all its technichl details.
He wanted to ascertain the biography of everyone who
took part in the insurrection. He endeavoured to in-
1 terrogate every military expert who had taken—pnrt in
“it. He invited all those who took part in it to coma
forward and to explain to the working elass and to the
world at large, how the Moscow insurreetion had been
prepared and what had been the reasons for its defeal, 3
For Lenin realised to perfection that the Moseow in- .;
surrection was the ﬂrat_ outpost skirmiah wi.th the

drowned in the blood of the workers, yet tlle first
glorious working-class revolt against Tsardom an
~ capitalism in a most backward country, =

I repeat that the part glayed by Im_:m m the m
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cers’ delega _aasemlﬂe in the hall of the Free
momie Society. He lived at that time in Petrograd

1 hiding, the party having forbidden him to come out
oo much in the open. Our official representative on
ke central committee of the Soviet was A. A. Bogda-
~ noff. When it became known that the Soviet was go-

. l_.ug ‘to bé arrested, we forbade Lenin to attend the
- last historical sessjon in order that he might not be
“artested. He only saw the Soviet in 1905 once or twice,

but I am firmly of the opinion that even then, when he -

~was looking down from his seat in the baleony upon
the first Labor Parliament, the idea of the Soviet State
‘must have already been dawning upon his mind. Per-
haps in those days he already foresaw, iu a dfeam as
were, the time when there would be a Soviet Stafe:
~ When the Soviets, that prototype of a Socialist prole-
ian State, would become the sole authority in the
country.
~ Already in those days of 1905 Lenin wds teaching
that the Soviets were not a fortnitous organisation
“which had sprung up the day before yesterday and
ould vanish the day after to-morrow ; that they were
ot a common every-day organisation somewhat simi-

lar to a trade union, but an organisation which was o

_opening a new page in the history of the international

“proletariat, in the history of the entire human race.

pplause.) ; o

0 one was more interested in the history of the‘,_
ograd Soviet than Comrade Lenin, though he

ally had taken the least direct part in its labours,

.ertheless, appreciated better than any of us_
lt meant For that reason he treated the Bovxet '
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pass round the word about the reorganisation
Soviets, Comrade Lenin wrote, in articles and
that the organisation of a Soviet was a great s
- and must not be frivolously played with. It must
~ be raised when the wurkers were deterx_nined_ to

mnment to capture all power, had arrived Then, ]
then only, was it permissible to speak about Sovie
since Soviets eould only exist if the workers assum

all power, since the Soviets were the form of a prole-

tarian -state, since the Soviets were the undivi
rule of the working class. -

What Lenin was insisting upon was that the So
were not the ordinary class organisation, whose )
pose, according to the Mensheviks and Socialist Re
lutionaries, was to fight for the economic demands
the w m'kmg class on the basis of eapitalism only
his opinion sueh Soviets would be doomed in ad
In fact. no Soviets were needed for such a purpoae,-i.
his view, the Soviets were organisaﬁons for the
ure of State power, and for transforming the wo
into the ruling class. That is why he again and ag:
told the Petrograd workers in the course of 19
““ Ask yourselves a hundred times whether you are
pared,whether you are strong enough; look
before you jump. To organise Soviets means 1o de
a war to a finish, to declare civil war upon the‘

- geosie, to begin the proletarian revolution.”

Comrade Lenin has remamed £a1thiul and tme ta
self in his view. :

i But let us go back. The year 1906 was f,
g pemd ot stugnauon, hy tha darkm of the




feteat,

- We were obliged to give it in our ‘‘undergro
‘papers, leaflets, and pamphlets. We were not in a posi-

- tion to publish, with the sanctien of the censorship,

five big volumes, as the Mensheviks did. We should

not have found any publisher, we should have been

boyeotted by the entire censored press, and, in fact, we

~ should not have been allowed to say a single word by

the Tsar’s censorship. Lenin at that time was depicted

as a sort of monster who could have no place in respect-

7 able society.

. We Bolsheviks were not at that time allowed to come
= uut in the legal’ literature. We could only help our-
- selves by means of the free printing press abroad.
- 'The Mensheviks at that time represented the entire

revolution of 1905 as a wholesale error, as a wholesale =
- chaos, and elemental madness. The workers, forsooth,

were themselves responsible for the defeat, because
they had gone “‘too far'' in their demands. Lenin's

5 - =3 3
reply was: “‘Yon have failed to grasp the meaning of =

“this movement! It was a great revolution, and by no.
means a chaos. It was a great revolution, not because
there was the manifesto of October 30th,* not because
the bourgeoisie began to move, but because there was,

alheit unsuecessful, an armed insurreetion of the work-

ers in Moscow, beeause for the space of one month a
Petrograd Soviet flitted before the eyes of the world
proletariat. - And the revolution will yet arise once
~ more; the Soviets will be reborn and will win.”” . '

*By which the Tsar proclaimed a constitution.—Trans.

' In- connection with this view of Lenin, that the revo-' -
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a8 a great one. I remember how in an artlet r
1917 I, obeying an impulse, again called the
ch revolution ‘‘great.’”” Comrade Lenin, who was

that time with Comrade Kameneff and myself, joint

itor of the ‘‘Pravda,”” began assiduously to strike

this word. .When I asked jestingly why this ruth- 1

ess against this particular word, Comrade Lenin
erely took me to task. ‘‘What sort of a ‘great’
olution was that? It will become a great one when
- shall have expelled this counter-revolutionary,
rensky, and wrested all power from the hands of the
urgeoisie, and the Petrograd Soviet shall be no
ger a talking-shop, but the sole authority in the
pital. Then, indeed, our revolution will be a ‘great’
e; then, indeed, you may even write the ‘greatest
‘revolution of all times.””” (Applause.)
-._ I have dwelt but little on the work of Lenm in the
rs of the counteér-revolution; yet this period was
e of the most brilliant in his activity. One had to
ive through those difficult times in distant foreign
ands in order to appreciate all the services vendered
by Lenin to the cause. Think for a moment of the foul
- atmosphere, our emigration in the years 1908-10. Lenin
nt into his second foreign exile in 1907, while I and
other comrades were summoned to go abroad in the’l
“antumn of 1908, after we had been released from pri-
‘gon. It was mainly owing to the efforts of Lenin that
: established our “‘illegal’’ papers, first at Geneva,
(-. then in Paris: the ‘“Proletariat’’ and the ‘‘Social
- Democrat.”” All round there was a complete debacle,
There was foulness in all emigrant cireles. The old
ders who had gone grey under the revolutionalfy_'
no longer beheved in anything. Porno '

ol




~ ing his crgles Tt seemed as if there wonld ’ba

“ % of that!

At such times true leaders are recognized for 3
they . ‘are worth. Lenin was at that time- (as, .
rest, throughont his exile) suffering great persa
privations and living in poverty ; was ill, and fed
—more particularly during his stay in Paris; but |
remained as cheerful as anybody could be. He st
steadfastly and bravely at his glorious post. He
contrived to colleet a close and intimate ecire
ﬁghtorq whom he would cheer up by saying: “*

tanan revnlutmn will be born again.’’ The em:gra&
that time, more partmularly the Menshevik int 3

with marked hostility, deelarmg that we wel'e a sl
sect, the members of which could be counted o
five fingers of one hand. There was a special |
paper published in Paris, which jeered at Bolshey
and exercised its humour on such subjects as that
reward would be offered of half a kingdom to the

~ son who could name a fourth Bolshevik in additi

Lenin, Zinovieff, and Kameneff.”’ The Bolsheviks
forsooth, a set of bears sucking their own paws
life was moving past them. The eco-operatives, 1
trade unions, the censored press, were all oppos

: the Bolsheviks, while Lenin and his desciples we

!mg in a contemplative mood, attaching their fai
the advent of a new Mesmah and a new re




tisén and borne m:llmna of mdxvxduals Teady

nd to die. In those days everything was

ke in a cemetery. Stolypin’s regime was weigh-
n the working elass like the lid of a coffin. The
statesmen,’” after the type of Axelrod and Co.,
thanting the dirges of the revolution and of the
egal Labour Party. It was; indeed, a great merit
ve raised the banner of the revolution in such
to have fought all the Revisionism and Oppor-
, to have preserved his faith in triumph, and
d its moment ; to have worked and™worked with-
st or haste,

] was fighting for the party, but at the same
secluded himself in the library. It is needless
bsay that Marx has ever been the favourite writer of °
in, just as his favourite Russian author has always
Chernyshevsky.*  Lenin knows his Marx and
from the first to the last letter, He knows them
way as only two or three persons, I think, know
em in the world. And Lenin is one of the very few
o have advanced the theory of Marx and have been
o to fructify it by some new elements and to adapt
e new conditions of a new era fraught with the

st consequences How proud Marx would have
1 of Lcmu, did he live to-day! Lenin never allowe
to be insulted by anybody. The Russian so-
d ‘ferities” of Marx in their literary exercises in-
ably came up against the impregnable fortress
Lenin, and would invariably suffer great damga o
his guns. Lenin fully sustained his reputatien

ected to *f crmcmm
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eadented hterary demomhsatmn Attempts were mac
to smuggle, under the flag of Marxism, the ldeas
bourgeois philosophy mtq working-class audiences.
Lenin spent two years in the Paris National lemrg
and carried out such a mass of work that even bour-
geois professors who attempted to sneer at the philo-
sophical studies of Lenin, themselves admitted that
they eould not understand how one man had contrived
to read such a mass of books in the course of two
years. How, indeed, could Lenin succeed in this do-
main when “we®’ who had studied at our fathers®
expense, who had spent thirty years in our scientific
caréers, who had worn out so many arm-chairs, who
had purused such truck-loads of books, had understood
nothing at all in them? . ;
_ In those two years Comrade Lenin was able to te\
a serious work on philosophy, which in due course will
occupy an honourable place in the history of the strug-
gle for revolutionary Marxism. He fought as pas-
sionately for Communism in the most abstract domain
of theory as he fights now in the field of practical poli-
ties. -Perhaps but few amongst the Pefrograd workers
have read ﬂngphﬂoso;)hlcal work of Lenin, but know
you all that in this book the foundations of Commun-
ism were laid. He fought in this book all the bour-
geois influences, in their most subtle and elusive forms
and suceeeded in defending the materialist conception
of history against the most cultured representatives ofb
the bourgeoisie, and those writers among the Soeui‘r
~ Democrats who had suceumbed to those influences, :
= Then came the years 1910-11. A fresh wind
~ to Llow, and it became evident in 1911 that the




“*Zvezda’’ (Star), at Moscow a monthly period-
“Mysl”’ (Thought) and a small labour group in

ma. The principal worker in these papers and
iehind the Duma group was Lenin.

nin managed ‘to teach a few Labour members of
Duma the methods of revolnt:onnry parliamentar-
You ought to have heard the eonversations be-
sen Lenin and our young deputies when he was pro-
inding to them the lessons in such parliamentarism.
le Petrograd proletarians (Badayeff and others)
ild come to us and say: ““We want to engage in
ous legislative work; we want to consult you about
budget, about such and such Bill, about certain
endments to certain bills introduced by the Cadets,”
In reply Comrade Lenin laughed heartily, and
en they, somewhat abashed, would ask what was
matter, Comrade Lenin would reply to Badayeff:
dear man, what do you want a budget, an amend-
a Bill for? You are workmen, and the Duma
sts for the ruling classes. You simply step forward
tell all Russia in signple language about the life
toil of the working class. Deseribe the horrors of
italist rule, summon the workers to make a revo-
on, and fling into the face of this reactionary Duma
hat its members are scoundrels and exploiters!” (Ap-
ause.) ‘“You had better introduce a ‘Bill’ stating
hat in three years’ time we shall take you all, land-
and capitalists, and hang you on the lamp-posts.
would be a real Bill!"”" (Applause.) Such were
lessons in ‘‘parliamentarism’’ which Comrade
‘would propound to the deputies. At first Com-
Badayeff and others used~to find them rather

we d already at Petrogrnd a “]ego,l" pnper‘

The entire parliamentary surroundings were




around in placea ot Tonour—and these

S :.t:eu uhbnld allofa sudden break out in such nasg;y’ Ik

Later on, however, our de'putles asmmﬂatad thelesson
and Lenin’s enjoyment was boundless when he saw-o
deputy, the simple mechanie Badayeff, come out on
rostram in the Tanrida Palace and. tell all those
ziankos, \olkonskles, and Purishkevitehes all that
had been tanght by the teacher of the wurkmg el
Comrade Lenin. (Applause.)

In.1912 a new, Tife began. As soon as it hecame pos-
sible to publish here in Petrograd a legal pa_pe!:',_';-
migrated from Paris to Galicia in order to be near
to Petrograd. = At the January (1912) Cnnfere’nﬁ'
which took place at Pragne, the Bolsheviks eonqo
dated the ranks which had suffered so heavily - at
hands of the cmmter—rew;lulmnarms The party eam
back te life again, and, of course, Lenin played a lea

ing part. At the instance of the new central comm Ee

tee, Comrade Lenin and my self went. to stay af Cmeo
" There we began to receive visits from comrades f_.
Petrograd, Moseow, and other tgvns. Commum‘
tion was estnbhshed mth Petm&rad, and the arrange-
ments were soon so perfeeted that very seldom
“‘Pravda’ would appear without some euntnbuh
from Lemn You have been brought up on the
articles, and you know what those papers, ‘‘Zvezda
and ‘‘Pravda,” were for_the working class. The
v _'werg the first swallows of the coming Comm
“spring. Right and left Comrade Lenin hit our ene
' m the eolnmna of those papers, and it is owing fo his




too before mer; xmportant meetmg of

ot other labour organisations. ; 5
remember the first large ganeral msetmg nf the

trograd Metal Workers in 1913, Two hours after

list of our candidates to the commlttee of the Union

adopted by the meeting (which was at that time _

xtmordmar\ s.uecem) Comrade Lemn was alread\"

etal Workers on the matter. Comrﬁde Lenin —\wﬁ
ng at that time thousands of miles away, but he was
¢ very sotl of the proletarian of Petrograd. The same
g was happening as in 1906-7, when Comrade Lenin
residing in I‘ml.md, at Kuokalla and whcrt.'
gekly pilgrimages were performed by us in “ordet to
ive his advice. Ho-was actually guiding the thaur
'ement at l”etrngrad frnm his lzttle vxITage m

B Iﬁhevlk ‘movement.
The telegrams which ave now congratulating Lemn
his convalescence and conveying the senders’ sym-
athy on the oceasion, contain very frequently the
e "!teatdci'.” Many a tender word has been found
 our workers to express their sentiments towards
Iiin. All sorts of fender names appear iu'telegriims'
is the “Tul'uh " he is the “beaton,” he is the *“be-
v:d are,” ete., but most frequently of all one name.
urs in the telegrams, the elear, strong, and perhaps
ier harsh word ‘‘leader.”” He is really the chosen
of millions.  His is the genuine ﬂgure of a Ieader

aa armeq uuet‘ in ﬁ\'e hundred years m the lifa =




: something was rotten in Denmark. He had long

Nmo:.'n LENIN

saying about official European Social Democrats
they were carrying on a contraband trade in rotten
opportunist goods. When the war broke out we were
living in a God-forsaken little mountain village in
Galicia. I remember having had a bet with him. I said
to him: “You will see, the German Demoerats will not
dare vote against the war, but will abstain in the vote
on the war credits.”’ Comrade Lenin replied: ‘‘No,
they are not such scoundrels after all. They will not,
of course, fight the war, but they will, to ease their |
conscience, vote against the eredits in order that the
working class might not rise against them.'”” 1In this
case Lenin was wrong, and so was I. Neither of us
had taken the full measure of the flunkeyism of the
Social Patriots. The European Social Democrats
proved complete bankrupts. They all voted for the °
war credits. When the first number of the **Vor-
warts,”’ the organ of the German Social Democrats,
arrived with the news that they had voted the war
credits, Lenin at first refused to believe, ‘It cannot
be,”’ he said, ‘‘it must be a forged number. Those
scoundrels, the German bourgeois, have specially pub-
lished such a number of the ‘Vorwarts’ in order also
to compel us to go against the International.”’ Alas, it
was not so. It turned out that the Social Patriots
really had voted the war credits. When Lenin saw it,
his first word was: ‘“‘The Second International is |
dead.”’

At that time those words had the effect of a bursting
bomb. At present we all see clearly that this is so, the
Second International was dead. It is now as obvious |
to us as the A B C; but think only how great the pres-
tige of this International had been before the war. It,
at least, on paper, had econnted several million mer

Siandcontained JKits ranks sueh authoriues, as Kautsk)
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ervelde, Valliant, Guesde, Plekhanoff. And all
~sudden a Russian Marxist gets up and announces
the world, “The Second International is dead,
t rest in peace.”’ The howling and the protests of
acknowledged ‘‘leaders’’ of the Second Interna-
onal against the impertinent Bolsheviks knew no
nds. It was monstrous, they declared, that Lenin
ould so insult the entire Socialist world.  Herr
eidemann says so even now. Recently at Barlin
e Tmperial Chancellor met the leaders of the parties
h reference to the supplementary treaty between
sia and Germany. Herr Ebert, Scheidemann’s
mehman, was the only one to vote against this treaty,
cause, forsooth, Lenin and his friends were disgrac-
the banner of Socialism in Russia. Scheidemann
ws very well that he has a serious enemy in the
on of Lenin. He knows well that if he is one day
hang on a lamp-post—it will eome to this, T can
rantee you (Applause)—he will be owing it, to a
ry large extent, among others, to Comrade Lenin.
enin was one of the authors of the main thesis of
resolution of the Stuttgart International Congress
907.- Jointly with Rosa Luxemburg, Lenin invited
Stuttgart Congress to proclaim that should an
rialist war begin, our business would be to raise
volution, that is, a ecivil war. After ?rotra.cted
ments, the commission of the Congress adopted
eision, but in different words. Lenin told ns at
time how he had been arguning with Bebel about
words. According to Lenin, Bebel had accepted
dea, but demanded great care in formulating it in
not to alarm the enemy before the time.

n the imperialist war actually came, but when
now repeated the Stuttgart resolution, when he
i totheleadersofw Second Interna-




hWar Naﬁursﬂy, i’t. was dl:awn up: pnnupalb‘ by I.mn -
- himself, L, a8 for the Rast, all-our most important party :
f'.dol:&pen.ts were.  When we trauslated it into variot
~ Buropean. l.’anguag,ea and read ‘them out to vario
_ comrades, even the Swiss Internationalist Giimm an
~the Rumumau revoyl,tlonary Rakovsky, who is.now i
our mnks were “very, indignant. - They- were_almo
horror-strmkcn awhen they read tlie words that “the
. imperialist war must be transformed into-a civil war.
“Po-day is it all as simple as A, B, C." We are all deing
it: we are all practically transforming the Imperialis
- war into a eivil war, but af that tiwe it seémed _;non-
strous, We were told_that. ouly an’ ammﬁ could
preach such things, and virtually war was deelare
\lp'ou us. Eyen at Zimmerwald not only querate
~men, but alse men like Rakovsky and the Ttalian Ser-
ra,t%w(,re bitterly - opposed to us, so that' yery fieree
. confliets énsued at various stages; ko Wwell‘ remember:
.~ how th eadstmug Rakovsky was nearly taking off
" “his coat to fight Lenin and me for our opinion tha
i MMOR awas an agent of the bourgeoisie. - “‘How dare
£ say sueh things,”” they shouted at ns; ‘‘we ha
k Martoff for the last twenty years.”’ But.
f. replmd “We know Martoff as well as you and
; ; L ure- cetlam that all that is honest among the Ri
~aworkers will follow us and will oppose the war, R
Mm’toﬂ is thampioning bourgeois ideas,"’
- But,, of coutse, all these petty incidents are oi
parheula.l: }mpﬂri&neee. 1 only mention them to

Jfo&haw,dgid,' how staghant was the Eumpea;n Soei
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&era had faithin " law,’ "and made of it a af
ndous efforts were needed to make .an impres-
‘even among the Zi immerwaldians. 1 remember a
i8h- at Zimmerwald ,between Lenm and Ledebour
ebour argued: ‘It is all right for you here living
ad to issue appeals for-a civil war, I should have
10 see hm\ you would have done it if you had
“in Russia.”” If Ledebour still femembers those
5, I think he must feel very. much ashamed of
mow. But Comrade Lenin coolly replied to him:
heu Marx was drawing up his Communist Mani-
y he also was living abroad, and only narrow-
ed philistines could reproach him for that. "1 now
abroad, because 1 was sent here by the Russian
rs, but when the time arrives, we shall know how
and af our posts, , . .70 &
gl onr Comrade Lenin kept his word. .
at the beginning of the war Lenin found \'er\"
&\'mpath\' even amang those Socialists whu were
to the war. But how is it now? At present
n say without exaggeration that all that is hon-
n the International regurds Lenin as its leader and
-bearer. Lazzari, the leader of the Italian
rs, - who has grown grey under the red banner,
who at Zimmerwald was fighting Lenin, is now
to prison for three years for civeulating Lenin’s
in Ttaly. Mebring, Clara Zetkin, the best
st the German Intr-ruahouahsh, who used to
Lemn in the olden days, now render him the tri-
2 of their greatest respeet. Or listen o “Jmt has
1 said about Lenin by men like Gorter, Hﬂgluud
 Loriof, and Serrati. There uau be 1o greater
fur Cumradc Lenin than the knoair' .
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Comrade Lenin became the leader of the Tk rd
International, which is now being born. At first many
virtuous so-called Socialists ridiculed the idea that
Lenin should put forward his candidature for the
leadership of the Third International, saying that he is
aspiring to the honour of being the successor of Baku-
nin. But who will now laugh when we say that the
leader of the Third International is none else than
Lenin? The compromise-mongers have now no inelin:
ation to laugh. They would rather ery, because they
know that the Third International is a living faet
although owing to the stage of siege it has not come
into existence formally. And they also know that th
new International has in the person of Lenin a suf
ficiently strong leader, far-seeing, courageous, such &
® the working class International properly needs.

L] - » L]
‘ The part played by Comrade Lenin from the he'g' 1
3 ning of the war has been quite exceptional. He was thi

first to begin collecting circles of Internationalists, ant
it was a remarkable sight how he was devoting hi
inexhaustible energy to this work in Switzerland, H
lived first at Berne and then Zurich. The Swiss Socia
Democratic Party was at that time soaked throughs
through by opportunism and patriotism, and only
5 small group of workers rallied round us. Comrad
3 Lenin would spend much time and strength in orde
to organize some ten or twenty individuals belongin
to the Zurich working class youth. I lived at that tim
in another Swiss-town, but I well remember the er
thusiaSm which Comrade Lenin devoted to this smal
work. He used to write us numberless letters, nrg
us all to work among the Swiss, and rejoiced like |
child when' he was able to announce that at Zi
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~might, perhaps, succeed in getting an elghth
- course the official Swiss Social Democratic Pdrty

ed on this work of Lenin’s askance. Greulich and

‘would declare that Lenin was corrupting the entire
ng class movement by his Russian “‘anarchism.’’

d, Comrade Lenin was corrupting it as mueh as
could. (Applause and laughter.) The philistine
58 Government was then ready to expel Lenin as an
irable alien, but now we hear from our Swiss
ialist comrade, Moor, that the Swiss Govevrnment
placed in the museum as an historieal doeument
3 paper which it exacted from us as a guarantee that
8 should behave ‘“decently’’ in Switzerland. 1 shall
be surprised if the Swiss bourgeoisie, who are

ng their lakes and mountains for a frane per

d, should soon charge five franes for showing the

pgraph signature of Lenin.

e, at that time, in the years 1915-17, was living in
erland quite a secluded life. The war and the
se of the International had deeply affected him,

many, who knew him before, were surprised at

change which had taken place in him sinee the

. He never was very tender towards the bour-
e, but since the war his hatred of the bourgeoisie
ne concentrated and sharp like a dagger. He

ned even te have changed in his face.

e then lived at Zurich, in the poorest quarter, in

‘house of a shoemaker, in a sort of garret. He
, as it were, after every proletarian in order to
aim to him that the present war was an imperial-
aughter, that the honour of the proletariat de-
ed to fight this war to a finish, that the arms

t be laid down until the working elass had

=7 destroyed the lmpermhst. bwdm ( i
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' pnnm}ml part was played by Lenin, fssuegl :
and French several leaflets, pamphlets, and
bers of the periodical, ‘‘Vorbote.”” Tt goes - wit
saying that Lenin’'s propaganda was not to thﬂ
of the International bourgeoisie. The German .
geois professors would write entire books to
that a certain lunatic had arisen, who was pre
mad propagandist doetrine. But we laughed and
“Why then do you write books and artmles,
econcern yourselves with the ravings of a lu --*"
But Comrade Lenin steadily and quietly pursne el
labours, and now things have reached such a.
the German bourgeoisie has had to sign a treaty
Comrade Lenin as representing hundreds of milli
of peasants and workers of entire Russia. W
vet, eomrades, see the moment when our proleta
throngh its leader Lenin will dictate its will
Burope, when Comrade Lenin will, perhaps,
treaties with the ‘Government of Karl Liebknecht, |
when Lenin will help the German workers to
the first Socialist decree in Germany. (Appl

In March, 1917, Comrade Lenin returned to

You remember, comrades, the wifches’ sabbath
broke out when Lenin and ourselves, his diseiple
from abroad through Germany. What a howl
about the celebrated “sealed carriage.’”” As a
of fact, Lenin entertained towards the Ge
perialism a hatred as fierce as towards the
Imperialisms. At the beginning of the war tl
trian Government ‘had arrested Lenin, and _'

ent, member of Scheidemann’s party '_
- our aamagg (which, as a matter of
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ensheviks and Souahst revohmouarma w’lm, %
proudly resisted the temptation afterwards
the same way. So far as Lenin was concerned,
atter was simple : all bourgeois Government were
s; we had no choice, we could not go to Russia
ny other way.
hall not dwell here in detail on the part which
‘has played here at Petrograd from the beginning
revolution. You have seen his work, you hayve
od it as closely as 1. You know the part played
in in the July days of 1917. For him the ques-
of the necessity of the seizure of power by the
riat had been settled from the first moment of
ssent revolution, and the question was only about
hoice of a suitable opportunity. In the July days
ire central committee was opposed to the imme-
seizure of power. Lenin was of the same opinion.
vhen on July 16th the wave of popular revoli rose
Lenin became alert, and here, upstairs, in the
ment room of the Taurida Palace, a small ¢on-
s took place at which Trotsky, Lenin, and myself
resent. Lenin laughingly asked us, ‘‘Shall ‘we
tempt now?’’ and he added: ‘“No, it would not
assume power now, as nothing will come out of -
soldiers at the front being largely on the other
nd would eome and massacre the Petrograd
»  As a matter of fact, you will remember in
ly days Kerensky did suceeed in bringing over
from the front against us. What became ripe
three months later was still immature {in July,
capture of power at that time might have been
1in realised this before everybody else. At

"nm never healtated for a moment o thq i; -




- 1t could not be done earlier.

You know how things developed subseqnenﬂy
passed through a time when it seemed that everytk
was lost. Comrade Lenin for a moment even doub
whether the Soviets, corrupted by the compros
mongers, could play a decisive part, and he ga
the watehword that we might perhaps have to
power without the Soviets. But he never for a mi
doubted that sooner or later the power would be
hands, and that it was necessary to hurl the M
viks and the Socialist Revolutionaries to the

At first, during -the July days, we conld not
what was oceuring. One night, on July 16th, Comr
Lenin alone came into the editorial offices of
“Pravda’ to hand over a manuseript. Half an
afterwards, ensigns were already sacking those
On the morning of July 18th Lieber took me to
military staff of the district to obtain redress in
matter of the sacking of the offices of the ‘‘Pravd
General Polovtseff, the head of the Staff, received :
with great respeet He at that time did not yet
what to do with us. But an hour later the Bols
were being arrested and massacred.

Then the persecutions started. Lenin and m
went into hiding. We had formerly decided to b
arrested—snch was still our faith in the Menshevil
and the Right Socialist Revolutionaries. But the §
did not permit us to do so. We, therefore, decid
go on hiding ourselves. A week later Comrade X
told me: ‘““How could we have been so silly as to
for one moment of trusting to this band and g
ourselves arrested? There is no other way but
this band ruthlessly.”” (Applause.)

the same way as Comrade Le




S0 aiter the Kormlo& rabeﬂion—eapoemlly sihﬁe .
» end of September, 1917, Lenin began urging the
kers to seize power, or else it would be too late.
ien, after that rebellion, the so-called Democratic
ference assembled at Petrograd, Lenin at first
me out with an article on ‘‘Compromise.”” He in-
ted for the last time the Mensheviks and Socialist
volutionaries to break with the bourgeoisie, to
nounce their policy of treason, and fo come to a
tlement with the working class with a view to action
‘against the followers of Korniloff. But these two
parties were rotten to the core. They had already sold
pir souls and could not accept Lenin's invitation.
ereupon Lenin sent a letter from his Finnish exile
the central committee of our party saying that the
time had come to drop all procrastination, that it was
‘mecessary to surround the Alexandra Theatre (where
‘*‘t he Democratic Conference was holding its sessions), to
_dlsperse all the senm there by force, and to seize
~ pewer.
. Our central committee at that time did not agree
~ with Comrade Lenin. Almost everybody thought that
}b was too early, and that the Menshevikg and Socialist
Revolutiinaries still had a large following. Lenin
--_'ftlien, without hesitating long, left his asylum, and
- without consulting anybody, without considering the
. fears of his friends, ecame to Petrograd in order to
~ preach an immediate rising. Kerensky and Avxentyeft
_ were at that time issuing writs for the arrest of Lenin,
- while Lenin, from his underground hiding, was pre-
‘inrmg a rebellion, arguing with those who hesitated.
~ castigating those who were afraid, and writing and
agitating for an early rising. And he succeeded.
At present everybody sees that Lenin was right. 1t
a5 all a matter of touch and go. If we had not taken




' 'tamd by hastory in no. ambxgaous manner. Hitl
or they. Either the dietatorship of the bourg
wmwad with fear and hatred towards the workers,

the bourgeoisie.

Now, of course, it is all clear, but at that time, am
the whirlpool of events it required the exact eye
Lenin, his genius and intuition, in order to deel
““Not a week later, now or never.”’ And it also requ
the unbending strength of will of a Lenin to surmc
all the obstacles and to start at the appointed time
greatest revolution ever known in history. It is
that Comrade Lenin did not realise the tremen
difficulties with which the working class would be
fronted after the econquest of power. Lenin knew
this to perfection. From the very first days of 1
arrival at Petrograd he had been carefully wateh
the progressive economic ruin. He valued the acquaini

., ance of every bank clerk, trying to penetrate into th
details of the bank business. He knew well the fc
and other difficulties. In one of his most remarka
books: *“Will the Bolsheviks be able to keep the Sga ©
power?’’ Comrade Lenin dwelt in detail on these di
culties. It is true that the latter proved still more fa
midable than even Lenin anticipated.

But no other way was open to the working cla
than the one trndden in November




immd in Lenin not only its ehlef politieal leader pra.c-
I_tmal organiser, ardent propagandist, poet and singer,
but also its principal theoretician, its Karl Marx. The

-_ - November revolution—in so far as even in a revolution®
~ ene may, and indeed must speak of the part played by

- the individual—as well as the part played in connec-
tion with it by our party—are to the extent of nine-

 tenths the work of Lenin. If anybody could bring into

~ line all those who doubted or hesitated, it was Lenin.
-1 ean say this for myself, that if I shall repent in my
- life of anything, it will not be of the fifteen years that
I have been working under the guidance of Comrade

.. - Lenin, but of those few November days when I thought
- that Lenin was too much in a hurry, was foreing events, _
was committing a mistake, and that I would have to

oppose him. It is now as clear as noonday that if the
working class, under the guidance of Lenin, had not

- seized power in time; we should, a few weeks later,

~ have had the dictatorship of the most ruthless, most
~ unserupulous bourgeois rascals. (Loud and continued
applause.) It is known now that it had been decided to
massacre us all by the time of the meeting of the Con-
stituent Assembly, and if the generals had had more
soldiers at their disposal, they would have done so.
Even after November Tth the Right Soeialist Revolu-
tionaries intended to massacre us, and one of their
members, Massloff, even recruited soldiers for the pur-

) _ pose. He admitted very recently himself, that he had -

succeeded in seraping together only 5,000 champions
~ of a very doubtful quality. There was the will, but
~ there was not the way.

- Comrade Lenin caleulated the ‘moment to perfeetmn. 3
"dld not want to delay even for a week, and knew




o e el T et

N’ICOLAI LENIN 4
aﬁmle after article, publicly, over his signature, in a
paper which everybody could read, openly appealing
for an armed rising, and fixing a definite date. And all
this, while Kerensky was still in power and seemed to
Jmany to be still very strong. Lenin challenged the en-
tire bourgeoisie and all compromise-mongers, telling
them that to-morrow he and his friends would over-
throw them. And everybody knew that on the lips of
Lenin this was not an empty threat, that it would be
followed by deed. This could only have been done by
Lenin.

And what about those memorable days of Brest, the
days of bitter disappointment! How difficult, how
painfully diffieult was it at that time to make a deei-
sion! I cannot even imagine what would have hap-
pened if we had not had Lenin with us at the time.
‘Who else eould have assumed this terrific responsibility
of acting against the overwhelming majority of the
‘Soviets, against a considerable portion of our party,
and at one time against even a majority of the central
wommittee of the party? Only Lenin could lift this
burden on his shoulders, and only he eould have been
followed by those who were hesitating. It was Lenin
who was fated to save Petrograd, Russia, our party,
our revolution. Now there are but few clever persons
who would attempt to ridicule Lenin's theory of
“‘breathing-space.’”” It is now clear to everybody that
it was the only right thing to do, to yield to the enemies

space in order to gain time. . . .

That is why the man who has  accomplished such
work is entitled to immortality. That is why a blow
directed against him is received by everybody as a
‘blow directed against themselves. Comrade Trotsky
was right when he said in Moscow: ‘‘When Comrade
Lenin lay cruelly wounded and struggling with death,
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“own hves seemed  so superfluous, s0 unim-
ortant. .
- Comrade Lenin was frequently compared with
’.Marat, but fate was kinder to him that to Marat, who
' beeame dear to his people after his death. Our teacher
= Lenm was within an ace of death. He was dear enough
~ to our people even before that attempt, but now, after
~ that treacherous attempt, he will become a thousand
- times dearer to the hearts of the working class. Marat
- lived still the memory of his people a long time after
his physical life had been cut, but Lenin will live long
~ yet, not only in uor minds and hearts, but also in our
ranks, in order to fight with us and to carryto a
- triumphant end the first Workers’ Soeialist Revolution.
~ (Storm of applause.) .
- Yes, a Marat closely conneéted with the millions of
- the town and country proletariat. That is Lenin. Take
~ the fanatical devotion to the people which disting-
- uished Marat; take his simplicity, his intimate know-
~ ledge of the soul of the people, take his elemental faith
N ‘in the inexhaustible strength of the ‘‘lower depths, "
~ take all this and add to it the first-class education of a
. Marxist, an iron will, an acute analytical mind, and
~ you will get Lenin such as we know him now. A revo-
lutionery Social Democrat is just a Jacobin who has
tied up his fate with the most advanced class of mod-
ern times, with the proletariat—such was Lenin’s
~ reply in1904 to the Mensheviks who were accusing
- s him of Jacobinism. The figure of the proletarian
““Jacobin,”’ Lenin will yet throw into shade the glory
- of the most glorious of the Jacobins of the time of tho
'.. Great French Revolution.
il August. Bebel was never forgwen by the Germ




ask myself, ‘Y'ou, old fellow, what folly have yon en

- mitted to have merited the praises of these eanni-
bals?’ " But Comrade Lenin will never have to put

to himself such a question. He is quite guaranteed

~ against that. He has never been praised by the bour- '
geoisie who had been persecutmg him with a wﬂd_ :
hatred all during the long years of his captivity, and

he is proud of it. At the moment of greatest crisis ;
Lenin is fond of repeating, as he did on the eve of the
November Revolution, the poet’s words: ‘“We hear
sounds of approval not in the sweet murmur of praise,
but in‘the wild shouts of rage.’’ This is characteristic
of Lenin, who is entirely reflected in the verses. Lenin
quotes poetry but seldom, but in this case he used it

with good reason. The wild shouts of rage of the ene-

mies of the working class have ever been the best
musie to Lenin’s ear. The greater the rage of the g8
enemimes, the more assured Lenin is, Again, Lenin is =~
found of comparing our revolution with a rushing
railway engine. Indeed, our railway engine rushes\
with a dizzy swiftness, but then our driver manages

the engine, as o one else can. His eve is sharp, and

his hand is firm and will not tremble for one second
even at the most dangerous eulverts. :

At this moment our leader is lying wounded. Fora
few days he struggled with death, but he vanquished
it, and he still lives. This is symbolical. At one time it

- looked as if our revolution had been mortally wounded.
- It is at present coming round again, as our leader Com-
~ rade Lenin is coming round; the elouds will scatter,
and we shall vanquish all our enem:es (Btorm of
~applause.) '
9§ ;) one of my telegrams to LenmI axprmad the
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am profoundly convinced that this was also

1 by you, but I am afraid that it will not be so.
‘will not be restrained. His first public appear-
indeed, already occurred to-day. He would not
tiesce in a condition of an invalid. He rises from
- asks for telegrams and papers, sits down to work,
eannot forget that he is the most responsible
er in the greatest revolution in the world. ( Ap-
nae) That is why I think we shall not have the
ed happiness. But we shall have the happiness of
ther kind. We know that no Soviet, no worker,
so much the infinite love and respect of Lenin as
Petrograd Soviet and the Petrograd workers.
his, comrades, is no mere phrase; it is the truth.-
I time when the situation becomes difficult and
for heroic measures, the first thing which occurs
Comrade Lenin is to appeal to the Petrograd prole-
at. ‘““Why are you idle? Don’t yon understand
t you are the salt of the earth; that you must save
only vourselves, but the. entire workers’ revolu-
on?’’ BSuch is the sense of the numerous messages
e¢h Comrade Lenin has addressed to you many
mes from. Moscow. Lenin is convineed that any
ngle one of you, Petrograd workers, is worth a hun-
od others. Comrade Lenin, one could almost say,
a superstitious faith in the Petrograd worker. He
profoundly convinced that the Petrograd worker
n do anything he likes; that he possesses a special
ilisman ; is made of a special metal.
- Well, comrades, we are too great friends to need
itual eompliments. Still, I will tell you that there
-gome truth in it. Tt is not, of course, that the Petro-
d workers are super-human creatures. It is that
grad has passed throﬂgh the fire of tvm revolu-
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‘the 'nineties his career; also that many of you,
out, perhaps, your being aware, have in you a
from the sweat of his labours, of his untiring
Here, in Petrograd, will be found even now ecircles
nests of disciples of Comrade Lenin, who used to
from mouth to mouth among the more intelligent j
letarians what they had learned of Comrade Le
Here a whole generation of labour fighters has
the happiness to see in their ranks a teacher
Lenin. . . .

On this day when there is such joy in our hearts
the oceasion of the convalescence of Comrade Le
e while the general situation of the revolution contin
I to be grave; on this day, if we wish to honour Com
B Lenin and to justify his hopes, we must say to
o selves: ‘‘Let us be at least a little like Comrade Leni

i I remember a symposium which was published
1912 at Saratoff by a group of Mensheviks and Bu
ists. One of the writers, I remember, apparently
sincere man, relating his reminiscences of the ye
1903-5, wrote: ‘I was a Menshevik and I hated Lenin,
but when I read his book, ‘What is to be done,’ some-
where in my mind a thought arose; ‘Well, it would
be so bad, after all, to be a little like the ideal of a R
sian revolutionary which Lenin depiets in the book
Such were the words of a Menshevik, of a rabid oppon-
ent of Lenin. But we disciples and followers of Le:
we have the right to proelaim publicly: ‘‘Yes, we
endeavouring to be at least a little like this ardent

7 bune of International Communism, like this g
leader and worker of the Socialist Revolution
known in history. Long live, then, Comrade
(Storm of applause.)




PREAMBLE

‘Modern Industrial Society is divided into two classes,
ose who possess and do not proditce, and those who pro-
uce and do not possess. Alongside this main division all
‘other classifications fade into insignificance. Between these
two classes a continual struggle takes place. As with buyers
and sellers of any commodity there exists a struggle on the
one hand of the buyer to buy as cheaply as possible, and
- on the other, of the seller to sell for as much as possible, so
- with the buyers and sellers of labor power. In tge struggle
- over the purchase and sale of labor power the buyers are
always masters—the sellers always workers. From this fact
~arises the inevitable class struggle.

As industry develops and ownership becomies concentrated
“more and more into fewer hands, as the control of the
‘economic forces of society become more and more the sole
.-ﬁ:bperty of imperialistic finance, it becomes apparent that
‘the workers, in order to sell their labor power with any
- degree of success, must extend their form of Organization
' in accordance with changing industrial methods. Compelled
to organize for sclf defense, they.are further compelled to
educate themselves in preparation for the social change
which economic developments will produce, whether we seek
it or not,

The One Big Union, therefore, seeks to organize the wage-
workers according to class and class needs. We, therefore,
call upon all Workers to organize, irrespective of nation-
ality, sex or craft, into a Workers’ Organization, so that we
may be enabled to more successfully carry on the everyday
fight over wages, hours of work, etc.,, and to prepare our-
selves for the day when production for profit shall be
replaced by production for use.

GENERAL WORKERS UNIT

of the

ONE BIG UNION
MEETS EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

in the

OCCIDENT HALL—Cor. Queen and Bathurst

If you are conscious of the fact that you are a wage
slave, you are invited to join the Organization.
INITIATION FEE—$1.00
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ONE BIG UNION

EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS

every Sunday evening
at 8 p.m. in the

Empress Theatre

317 YONGE STREET

Good Speakers.

Platform always open for guestions
and opposition.
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